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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, June 10th, the WFRC club convened 
the second monthly outdoor meeting to be held at the 
flying field in Montissippi Park this flying season.
 Attendance consisted of the 5 club officers and 7 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by club 
president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the May meeting were 
approved as published in the June newsletter without 
additions or corrections.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk reported that there is 
$5140.83 in the treasury. 
 Guest Drew Holmquist and his friend Bill 
Nybakken attended the meeting. Drew joined the club 
that evening and Bill will be sending in his 
membership application.
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM

Upcoming Events
WFRC Picnic Fun Fly - The monthly club event 
will be held on Saturday, July 19th, at Montissippi 
Park. Normal start time is 10 AM with lunch at noon. 
The club will provide grilled food and beverages. 
Members and their family/friends are invited. You can 
bring deserts or dish to pass. A current AMA 
membership required to fly.
Blue Sky Fun Fly - The annual event hosted by 
the Paynesville Radio Controllers is July 19th and 20th 
at their club field north of Paynesville. Look for this 
club on www.rcflightdeck.com for more information.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, July 8th, 2014. It 

will be held at the Montissippi Flying Field.

Watts Over Owatonna - This annual all electric 
fly-in is being held at the SMMAC field outside 
Owatonna July 25-27. Current AMA is required to fly 
plus registration of $25 at the event or pre-registration 
of $20 until July 18th. For additional information see 
the web site: http://www.wattsflyin.com/.

WFRC Club Picnic Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 This first event at the field with the new runway was 
originally scheduled for Saturday, June 14th. It was 
postponed to Saturday, June 21st, due to bad weather.
 The attendance was 15 members and a newly joined 
father-son team, the Claytons. Also there to view some 
action and partake in the picnic lunch were another 9 
people in the friends & family category.

 The first order of business, before any flying or 
picnicking commenced, was to pull up most of the 

The Wright Flyer

Volume 28 Issue 7	
 AMA #4143	
 July 2014

	
 Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club 

	
 Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.rcflightdeck.com/
http://www.rcflightdeck.com/
http://www.wattsflyin.com/
http://www.wattsflyin.com/
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc


2

runway center section matting and re-stretch it to 
eliminate some pesky wrinkles that were not shrinking 
out. After the original installation, much of the center 
mat section had loosed up so as to cause a literal wave 
of material to form ahead of a rolling aircraft's wheels. 
So throughout the morning, 7-8 members worked to 
get what seemed to be a poorly woven roll of the US 
Fabrics matting to lay out without wrinkles and slack. 

  After nearly 4 hours of massaging by the work crew, 
it finally was stapled back down to be nearly as smooth 
as the rest of  the runway. 
 After the “picnic” 
w o r k c r e w g o t 
cleaned up, everyone 
sat down for lunch. 
The weather was 
ideal with just a light 
east wind. Just past 
noon the first planes 
began launching off 
the new  runway and 
cont inued f l y ing 
strong until well past 
6:00 PM. With up to 
3-4 aircraft flying at 
once, people seemed to be making the adjustment to 
the new arrangement of taxiways, pilot flight-line, 
safety barriers, pits and spectator area. 
 Thanks to Mark Shobe for the food setup and 
cooking and all those who brought side dishes and 
deserts.

WFRC Runway Project Progress
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The subject article in the May newsletter left off 
with the runway base tilled up and awaiting packing 
and floating. Well, things finally started happening the 
first week of June. On the 4th, Garth got his son-in-
law out with a tractor mounted tiller and we had the 
whole runway base re-tilled. We then rolled the field to 
pack it down but it was too wavy to provide a 
satisfactory base flat enough for the matting. 
 The next day, John Kossieck rigged up a drag with 
some items he had laying around the farm and got the 
waviness out. Then on June 6th, Leo and Wayne again 
went at grooming with the roller and John's drag to get 
rid of some implement tracks and ridges. So now the 
base was ready to lay matting over but Saturday, the 
7th, was forecast for lots of  rain and it did.

  Sunday, the 8th, was forecast to be dry, calm and 
sunny. The call was put out for members to come out 
for an all day runway party. Garth rented an edge 
trencher and another 12 members brought shovels, 
rakes and hammers. Wayne Vandenboom brought 
plenty of  food & drink to serve the work crew lunch.
 In just over 6 hours, we were able to lay down, 
trench in and fasten down three rolls of matting and 4 
strips of taxiway for the 280' long x 43' wide runway 
and four 10' x 16' taxiways, driving nearly 2000 staples 
as part of  the process.
 As a finishing touch, we moved the tables that were 
outside the wood post line, inside and distributed them 
more evenly along the length of the runway, officially 
establishing the new pit area.
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 Starting on the 17th, we began to install a barrier 
between the pilot flight line and the edge of the 
taxiways. The first of the four sections was installed by 
Leo and his wife Jean. The next day John Kossieck and 
Leo put up the second section. 
 Then on Friday, June 20th, the last two sections 
were installed by Leo, his wife and Wayne 

Vandenboom. This got all the barriers done in time for 
the picnic fly on Saturday, the 21st.

 However, all was not well in the “runway universe”. 
People trying the runway during the days after it was 
installed were reporting that the center section of the 
runway was plagued with excessive slack. That 
particular roll had a severe crease in it that left a 
crossways ridge of material every 2-3 feet along 
60-70% of the roll length. The other sections had 
slight crossways creases but they were stretched out 
enough during the installation and shrunk out 
subsequently under the sun so as to be gradually 
disappearing.

 By the 19th, after ten days of partial sun, it  became 
apparent that the slack of the center section was 
probably not going to shrink enough to pull out the 
wrinkles. It needed re-stretching. This wouldn't be easy 
and would require a lot of hand work by a crew  of at 
least 6-8 people. 
 After considering some alternatives, Wayne (a.k.a., 
crash) Vandenboom pushed to have that effort 
incorporated into the picnic-fly on Saturday, the 21st. 
With a valiant effort from early arrivals on Saturday 
(undoubtedly hoping to take advantage of the 
morning's great flying weather), we ripped up a major 
portion of the runway center section and re-stretched 
it, extracting between 1 and 2 feet of slack material. 
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That appeared to give it a chance to shrink out the 
minor wrinkles that still persisted. 
 We feel that we got a particularly poor quality roll of 
matting that couldn't readily be stretched out evenly 
along both of its edges. But a week after this “salvage” 
effort, the center section seems to be blending in with 
the outer two sections such that it may be fine for the 
long hall. 
 There are a number of detail items that may be 
added to the project before it it pronounced complete. 
These are: 

• Tape the center seams with roof repair tape that 
was used on the taxiway seams.

• Run a delineating line of posts/signage to separate 
the parking area from a spectator area along the 
original wood post line.

• Add a permanent charcoal grill along side the 
shelter for use in club functions.

• Move the field safety rules and frequency boards 
closer to “show center” of  the new runway. 

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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